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PREFACE. 

bited together ; and fometimes there is fuch a confufion of acceptations, that difcernment is wearied s 
and diftindlion puzzled, and perfeverance herfelf hurries to an end, by crouding together what fhe 
cannot feparate. 

Thefe complaints of difficulty will, by thofe that have never confidered words beyond their popular 
ufe, be thought only the jargon of a man willing to magnify his labours, and procure veneration to 
his ftudies by involution and obfcurity. But every art is obfcure to thofe that have not learned it : this 
uncertainty of terms, and commixture of ideas, is well known to thofe who have joined philofophy with 
grammar ; and if I have not expreffied them very clearly, it mufl be remembered that I am fpeaking of 
that which words are inefficient to explain. 


The original fenfe of words is often driven out of ufe by their metaphorical acceptations, yet mud 
be inferted for the fake of a regular origination. Thus I know not whether ardour is uied for mate- 
rial heat , or whether flagrant , in Engliflh , ever dignifies the fame with burning ; yet iuch are the pri- 
mitive ideas of thefe words, which are therefore let firft, though without examples, that the figurative 
fenfes may be commodioufiy deduced. 

Such is the exuberance of fignification which many words have obtained, that it was fcarcely poffible 
to colled, all their fenfes ; fometimes the meaning of derivatives mud be fought in the mother term, 
and fometimes deficient explanations of the primitive may be fupplied in the train of derivation. In 
any cafe of doubt or difficulty, it will be always proper to examine all the words of the fame race ; for 
fome words are flightly paffed over to avoid repetition, fome admitted eafier and clearer explanation than 
others, and all will be better underdood,as they are confidered in greater variety of drudures and relations. 

All the interpretations of words are not written with the fame fkill, or the fame bappinefs : things 
equally eafy in themfelves, are not all equally eafy to any fingle mind. Every writer of a long work 
commits errours, where there appears neither ambiguity to mifiead, nor obfcurity to confound him ; 
and in a fearch like this, many felicities of expreffion will be cafually overlooked, many convenient 
parallels will be forgotten, and many particulars w 7 ill admit improvement from a mind utterly unequal to 
the whole performance. 

But many feeming faults are to be imputed rather to the nature of the undertaking, than the negli- 
gence of the performer. Thus fome explanations are unavoidably reciprocal or circular, as hind, the 
female of the flag ; flag, the male of the hind : fometimes eafier words are changed into harder, as burial 
into fepulture or interment , drier into deficcative , drynefs into flccity or aridity , fit into paroxyfm ; for the 
eafieff word, whatever it be, can never be mandated into one more eafy. But eafinefs and difficulty 
are merely relative, and if the prefent prevalence of our language fhould invite foreigners to this 
dictionary, many will be aflifted by thofe words which now feem only to increafe or produce ob- 
icurity. For this reafon I have endeavoured frequently to join a ‘Teutonick and Roman interpretation, as to 
cheer to gladden, or exhilarate, that every learner of Englijh may be affilted by his own tongue. 

The folution of all difficulties, and the fupply of all defeats, mud: be fought in the examples, fub- 
joined to the various fenfes of each word, and ranged according to the time of their authours. 

When fir ft I collected thefe authorities, I was defirous that every quotation fhould be ufeful to fome 
other end than the illufiration of a word ; I therefore extracted from philofophers principles of fcience ; 
from hiilorians remarkable faCts ; from chymifis complete procefies ; from divines ftriking exhortations ; 
and from poets beautiful deferiptions. Such is defign, while it is yet at a diftance from execution. 
When the time called upon me to range this accumulation of elegance and wifdom into an alphabetical 
feries, I foon difeovered that the bulk of my volumes would fright away the ftudent, and was forced to 
depart from my fcheme of including all that was pleafing or ufeful in Englijh literature, and reduce 
my tranferipts very often to clufters of words, in which fcarcely any meaning is retained ; thus to 
the wearinefs of copying, I was condemned to add the vexation of expunging. Some paffages I have yet 
fpared, which may relieve the labour of verbal fearches, and interfperfe with verdure and flowers the 
dufty defarts of barren philology. 

The examples, thus mutilated, are no longer to be confidered as conveying the fentiments or doCtrine 
of their authours ; the word for the fake of which they are inlerted, with all its appendant claufes, has 
been carefully preferved ; but it may fometimes happen, by hafty detruncation, that the general ten- 
dency of the fentence may be changed : the divine may defert his tenets, or the philofopher his fyfiem. 



Some of the examples have been taken from writers who were never mentioned as mafters of ele- 
gance or models of fiile ; but words muft be fought where they are ufed ; and in what pages, 
eminent for purity, can terms of manufacture or agriculture be found ? Many quotations ferve no other 
purpofe, than that of proving the bare exiftence of words, and are therefore felected with lefs ferupu- 
leufnefs than thofe which are to teach their ftruCtures and relations. 

My purpofe was to admit no teflimony of living authours, that I might not be mifled by partiality, 
and that none of my cotemporarics might have reafon to complain ; nor have I departed from this, 
refolution, but when fome performance of uncommon excellence excited my veneration, when my 
memory fupplied me, from late books, with an example that was wanting, or when my heart, 
in the tfcndernefs of friendfhip, folicited admiffion for a favourite name. 

So 


preface. 

rrm^rn decorations, that 1 have fttf* 

So far have I been from any care to grace ^ nHesTrom the writers before the reftoration, whofe 

diouflv endeavoured ta colled examples and autho - r ou rces of genuine didion. Our lan- 

works I regard as the wells oj Englijh undefilcc , “ 1 cau f es been gradually departing from its 

tniage, for almoft a century, lias, by the concurrence y - - ■ > p l ira f eo logy, from which it 

original Teutonick character, and deviating towards a ‘ fifif <jf mC s the ground-work of Me, adrait- 
ou|bt to be our endeavour to read it, by deficiencies, fuch as are readily 

B* « ever, l„ng».ge ha, a ,im. of M, 

he fond 2pm » £•£*> J “f e d ' t f e ° J of^aturOl 

would be loft to mankind, for want of Englijh words, in which they might be excelled, 

It is not fufficieht that a word is found, unlefs it be fo combined as drat its meaning is apparently 
determined by the trad and tenour of the fentence 5 fuch paffages I have therefoie chofen, and 
when it happened that any authour gave a definition of a term, or fuch an explanation as is equivalent .. 
to a definition, I have placed his authority as a fupplement to my own, without regard to the chrono- 

logical order, that is otherwife obferved. 

Some words, indeed, fland unfupported by any authority, but they are commonly derivative nouns 
or adverbs, formed from their primitives by regular and conftant analogy, or names of things ieldom 
occurring in books, or words of which I have reafon to doubt the exiftence. 

There is more danger of cenfure from the multiplicity than paucity of examples; authorities wifi 
fometimes feem to have been accumulated without necefiity or ufe, and perhaps fome will be found, 
which might, without lofs, have been omitted. But a work of this kind is not haftily to be charged 
with luperfluities : thofe quotations which to .carelefs or unfkilful perufers appear only to repeat the 
fame fenfe, will often exhibit, to a more accurate examiner, diverfities of fignification, or, at leaft, 
afford different {hades of the fame meaning : one will fhew the word applied to perfons, another to 
things ; one will exprefs an ill, another a good, and a third a neutral fenfe ; one will prove the ex- . 
preffion genuine from an ancient authour ; another will fhew it elegant from a modern : a doubtful 
authority is corroborated by another of more credit ; an ambiguous fentence is afeertained by a paflage 
clear and determinate ; the word, how often foever repeated, appears with new affociates and in different 
combinations, and every quotation contributes fomething to the liability or enlargement of the language. 

When words are ufed equivocally, I receive them -in either fenfe; when they are metaphorical, I 
adopt them in their primitive acceptation. . . . 

I have fometimes, though rarely, yielded to the temptation of exhibiting a genealogy of fentiments, 
by lhewing how one authour copied the thoughts and didlion of another : luch quotations are indeed 
little more than repetitions, which might juftly be cenfured, did they not gratify the mind, by 
affording a kind of inteliedlual hiilory.. • - a : • .. .• •* ■ T 
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The various .fyntadical flrucl-ures occurring in the examples have been carefully noted ; the licence or* 
negligence with which many words have been hitherto ufed,- has made- our fiile capricious and indeter- 
minate ; when the different combinations of the fame word are exhibited together, the preference is 
readily given to propriety, and I have often endeavoured to diredt the choice, • - 

Thus have I laboured to fettle the orthography, difplay the analogy* regulate the flrudlures, and 

afcertain the fignification of Englijh words, to perform all the parts of a faithful lexicographer : but I 

xhaye not always executed my own fcheme, or finished my own expectations. The work, whatever 

piocfk of diligence and attention it may exhibit, is yet capable of many improvements : the orthography 

which I recommend is ftill controvertible, the etymology which I adopt is uncertain* and perhaps 

erroneous ; the explanations are fometimes too much contracted, and fometimes too much 

.ctifiuied, the fi g mfication s are diflinguiflied rather with fufitilty than fkill, and the attention is harraffed 
Wita unnecefiftry minutenefs. . v ‘ .. - .„.,E 

** /— N . . 1 T (1 t’tsy • ■*« / i r I ~ 2 f * -* . . | j ? , 1 • . 
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-.The examples are. too often mjudicioufly truncated,- and perhaps fometimes, I hope very rarely, 
Vfv m a I ? lfta K Cn ’ f01 m makin S thlS colle<aion 1 trufted more to memory, than, in a ftate 

c “ con " in ’ * nd purpo “ to %piy “ thc re ™“' ™ 

Many terms appropriated to particular occupations, though heceffary and fi<rnificant are ,md™vW4l„ 
emitted; and ofthe words moll ftndioufiy conlfdered Ind exfn^ 

, - ^ thefe fa iluies, however frequent, may admit extenuation and annlrur,, r , 

t? always laudable, even when the enterprise is above the ftrength That undertakes hfr^r ell 
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